1370                ST CHARLES BORROMEO, B. C.             [Nov. 4

thousand crowns, and confirmed to him the gift of the principality of Oria,
which he had before bestowed on his elder brother Frederic.    The pope
before his departure created him a legate a latere through all Italy.   The
saint left Rome on the ist of September in 1565, stopped some days at
Bologna, where he was legate, and was received at Milan with the utmost
joy and pomp that can be imagined, the people calling him in their acclama-
tions a second St Ambrose.    After having prayed a long time prostrate
before the blessed sacrament in the great church, he went to his palace
and received visits, but made this necessary ceremony of civility as short
as possible.   On Sunday he made a pathetic sermon, and soon after opened
his first provincial council, at which assisted two foreign cardinals and
eleven suffragan bishops, among whom were Bernardin Scoti, Cardinal of
Trani, Bishop of Placentia, Guy Ferrier, Bishop of Vercelli (to whom
St Charles gave the cardinal's hat in this council, by his uncle's deputation),
Jerom Vida, the famous Bishop of Alba, and Nicholas Sfondrat, Bishop of
Cremona, afterwards Pope Gregory XIV.   Five suffragan bishops (of whom
two were cardinals) sent deputies, being themselves hindered from making
their appearance; the suffragan see of Ventimil was vacant.   The dignity,
majesty, and piety with which this council was celebrated by a young
cardinal, only twenty-six years of age, and the excellence of its regulations
for the reception and observance of the council of Trent, for the reformation
of the clergy, the celebration of the divine office, the administration of the
sacraments, the manner of giving catechism in all parish churches on
Sundays and holydays, and many other points, surprised everyone;  and
the pope wrote to St Charles a letter of congratulation.1   When the council
was broke up, St Charles set about the visitation of his diocese;  but went
through Verona to Trent, by the pope's orders, to receive the two sisters
of the Emperor Maximilian II:  Barbara, married to Alphonsus of Esti,
Duke of Ferrara, and Jane, married to Francis of Medicis, Duke of
Florence.    The former he attended to Ferrara, and the latter as far as
Fiorenzola, in Tuscany, where he received news by an express that the
pope lay dangerously ill.   He hastened to Rome, and being informed by
the physicians that his uncle's life was despaired of, he went into his
chamber, and showing him a crucifix which he held in his hand, said
to him, " Most holy father, all your desires and thoughts ought to be
turned towards heaven.    Behold Jesus Christ crucified, who is the only
foundation of our hope; he is our mediator and advocate;  the victim and
sacrifice for our sins.    He is goodness and patience itself;   his mercy is
moved by the tears of sinners, and he never refuses pardon and grace to
those who ask it with a truly contrite and humbled heart/'    He then
conjured his holiness to grant him one favour, as the greatest he had ever
received from him.    The pope said  anything in his power  should be
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